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Course Type (e. g. core,   

el ecti ve), St udent workload:  

Nu mber of  ECTS credi ts, 

Mo des of i nstructi on/ work 

hours (lect ures / se mi nars, 

laboratory cl asses / 

i ndependent study) 

Course Type: electi ve course 

Nu mber of  ECTS credits: 4 

Lect ures: 20 ( Learni ng cent ered) 

Se mi nars: 28 

Independent st udy: 72 

 

  

Course coordi nat or 

Course Lect urer(s) 

Assistant(s) 

( Na me, surna me, Academi c 

degree and rank, e- mail 

address)   

Dr Bányász V., PhD, Associ at e professor 

B.  B. Баняс nybani as @gmail. com 

Eni kő Nagy- Kol ozsvári, MA degree, Seni or lect urer 
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Course Prerequi sites  

Course descri pti on, Course 

overvi ew, Course 

Obj ecti ves, Content, 

Learni ng outco mes 

Mai n topi cs 

  

The course will anal yze represent ati ve exa mpl es of Ameri can 

literat ure from t he 19t h cent ury t o t he 20t h cent ury. It will 

introduce wor ks of prose, poetry, ficti on i n relati on t o t heir 

hi st orical and cult ural cont exts. Texts will be sel ect ed from 

a mong a di verse group of aut hors for what t hey refl ect and 

reveal about t he evol vi ng Ameri can experience and charact er. 

Its mai n obj ecti ves are t o: 

- Pr ovi de st udents wit h an overvi ew of t he hist ory of the 

Ameri can literat ure. 

- Fa miliarize st udents wit h the most promi nent novelists 

and aut hors i n Ameri can literat ure; 

- Understand what it means to be an acti ve, cl ose reader; 

- Devel op critical thi nki ng skills: to i ncl ude creati ve 

thi nki ng, i nnovati on, i nquiry, anal ysis, eval uati on, and 

synt hesis of i nfor mati on; 

Learni ng out comes:  

St udents will be abl e t o: 

- Identify and anal yze det ails and creat e effect; 

- Appreci at e t one such as irony and its relati onshi p to 

voi ce; 

- Det er mi ne poi nt of view and effect; 

- Anal yze charact erizati on wi t hi n the text; 

- Eval uat e st ylistic feat ures i n novels. 
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Course syllabus: 

- The Ameri can Renaissance. The Ameri can Got hic. The 

Dar k Si de of Indi vi dualis m. The Changi ng Li terary 

Mar ket pl ace.  

- Wo men’s Voi ces, Wo men’s Li ves: a Ne w Literat ure.  

- The Sout h i n t he 19t h Cent ury. The Risi ng Tide of 

Realis m (1865- 90). 

- The Begi nni ng of t he 20th Cent ury (1900- 1917). 

- The Ameri can Drea m: Illusi on or Realit y? Realism and 

Reacti on. Ameri can literat ure bet ween 1917 and Worl d 

War II. 

-  

Gradi ng Policy, Met hods of 

Assess ment  

  

 

El e ments of fi nal grade:  

Al l assi gnments, tests, activities will be graded on a standard 

five-tiered (1-5) scal e. 

 

Mi ni tests – 10 % 

Two modul e tests – 20 % 

Fi nal exa m – 50 % ( The course will be compl et ed wi t h an oral 

exa m)  

Gr adi ng scal e: 0-59 fail, 60- 74 pass, 75-89 good, 90- 100 

excellent  

Course Policy St udents are required t o attend lect ures and se mi nars regul arl y 

and t hey are expect ed to be acti ve partici pants of bot h t he 

lect ures and se mi nars. The extent and t he qualit y of cl ass 

partici pati on will be taken i nt o consi derati on for t he fi nal 

grade.  

Readi ng t he assi gned texts. St udents are required t o come 

prepared for class: they must be abl e t o understand t he texts 

(know t he wor ds), reme mber det ails, and formul at e t heir 

critical comment s. Not  readi ng t he assi gnment for a class 

counts as an absence.  

St udents are expected t o compl et e all home wor k independentl y 

(unless ot her wi se required). Wor ki ng t oget her for anyt hi ng 

ot her t han group wor k and/ or plagi arisi ng published research is 

consi dered cheati ng.  

St udents are all owed t o take t he fi nal exa m i n Januar y if t hey 

have successfull y passed the modul e tests. 

St udents have t o pay cl ose attenti on t o deadli nes. 

 

Basi c literat ure of the 

di sci pli ne and ot her 

i nfor mati on resources 

D.  Del aney, C. War d,  C. R. Fi ori na: Fi el ds of Visi on. 

Lit erat ure i n t he English Language. Vol. I-II. Long man, 2009.  

G. C. Thor nl ey, G. Roberts: An Outline of English Literat ure. 

Long man, 2006, 216 p.  

K.  Br odey, F. Mal garetti: Focus on English and Ameri can 

Lit erat ure. Modern Languages, 2002, 368 p.  

R.  Carter, J. Mc Rae: The Pengui n Gui de t o Literat ure i n 

English. Pengui ne English Gui des, 2001, 263 p.  

D.  R. Allen, P. G. Smit h, F. G. Mal garetti: Wor ds Wor ds Wor ds 



A Hi st ory and Ant hol ogy of Literat ures i n English. From t he 

Begi nni ngs to t he 18t h Cent ury. Vol. I-II. La Spi ga Languages, 

2003.  

 


