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Course descri ption Qurse
overview (ourse (hjectives
Content, Learn ng outco nes
Mhi n topics

Co npetences to be

devel oped:

This course provides an irtroduction to the field of second
language acquisition (SLA). It irtroduces the basic concepts of
SLA research, which explains how people learn a
foreigr/second language. The discipline covers issues and
problens in current SLA research and theory, background on
the historical developrent of the field anal ysis of learner data,
and readi ng research articles in SLA

Its mai n objectives are:

- togain understanding of the basicissues problens in
current SLAresearch and theory;

- totracethe devel oprnent of the field of SLA as well as
current research trends;

- tobe ableto anal yze foreigr/second language learner data
from multipe perspecti ves;

- tounderstandthe main concepts, ter minol ogy and
i nportant studiesin SLA;

- tounderstand the connection bet ween SLA
theories/research and teachi ng/ a her-language related
actiuties;

- tounderstand basicideas of SLAresearch articles;

By the end of the course, students shoul d be able to:

- identify najor issues incurrent SLAresearch and theory,

- discuss problens and challenges in current research and
theory,

- describe how the field devel oped historically, including
maj or trends inresearch/theories, major figures);

- summarize the inportant studies and basic ideas of




research st udi es;

- analyze second language learner data from multipe
perspecti ves,

- articdae students’ own stance wth regard to theories of
SLA and describe the principles that wll infor m their
fuue workinthe field

Course syllabus:

Module 1 Foundations of Second Language Acquisition
Theme 1 Second Language Acquisition as afieldof study
Theme 2 Schoadls of thought in second language acquisition
Theme 3 Hrst Language Acquisition Theories

The e 4. Second Language Acquisition Theories

Module 2 The Psychol ogy of Second Language Acquisition
The e 5 Age and second language acquisition

The e 6. Psychal ogi cal factors and second language
acquisition

Theme 7. Language Learning Syles and Srategies

Module 3 The Linguistics of Second Language Acquisition
Theme 8 The devel opment of a second language

Therme 9 Approaches tothe study of SLA

Grading Policy, Mthods of
Assess nent

Henents of final grade:

Active participationinsen nar workis on a five-tiered scale
(1-5) and conprises 10% of thetaa nark

Se mnar: Detailed explanation of anitem defining concepts.
Eval uation of the detailed itemexplanationis on a five-tiered
scale (1-5). The definitions of the concepts also on a five-tiered
scale (1-5).

The grade for active and infor ned particdi pation i ncl udes
discussion (quality and gartity), atitude and attendence (you
are allowed to niss t wo schedul ed lessons over the se nester).
The eval uation of se mnar test conprises 10%of the taal
mar k

Modul e test eval uation over the theory of the course naterial.
conprises 20%of the taal nark

Presentationis on a five-tiered scale (1-5) and comprises 10%
of thetaa mark

The course wll be conpleted wthan oral exam

The examconprises 50% of the final grade

Grading scale: 0-59 fail, 60- 74 pass, 75-89 good, 90- 100
excellernt

Course Pdlicy

Students are requiredto attend lect ures and se mnars regul arly
andthey are expectedtobe active partici pants of baththe
lectures and se m nars.

Students are expected toconpl ete al horme wor k independently
(unless ather wse required). \Mr ki ngtoget her for anyt hing

ot her than group work and/ or plagiarising published researchis
consi dered cheati ng

Sudents who neet the course requere mts will sit the exam
during January exa m nation sessi on

Basic literature of the
discidire and other

1 Bow, D (2007). Principles o language learning and
teaching Wiite Hains, N Y.: Pearson Education
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