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Course Prerequi sites  

Course descri pti on, Course 

overvi ew, Course 

Obj ecti ves, Content, 

Learni ng outco mes 

Mai n topi cs 

  

The course will expl ore historical background of the peri od, 

leadi ng tendenci es and literary move ments i n  British and Ameri can 

literat ure of the XX - XXI cent uries. It will introduce t he mai n 

ideas of Modernis m and Post modernis m, t he variet y of the mes i n t he 

British and Ameri can literature, anti war t he me i n t he wor ks of 

British and Ameri can writers. It will focus on t he achi eve ments i n 

prose, dra ma and poetry i n  British and Ameri can literature of the 

XX - XXI cent uries . 
Its mai n obj ecti ves are t o: 

 

- Pr ovi de t he st udents wit h an overvi ew of t he hist ory of  

British and Ameri can literature of the XX - XXI cent uries  

and  its mai n peri ods; 

- Fa miliarize t he st udents wi t h t he leadi ng tendenci es and 

literary move ments in  British and Ameri can literat ure of 

the XX - XXI cent uries 

- Fa miliarize st udents wit h the basi cs from t he t heory of 

literat ure; 

- Introduce t he st udents t o the mai n t he mes of  British 

and Ameri can writers of the XX - XXI cent uries; 

- Increase st udents’  knowl edge of British and American 

literat ure and arise t heir int erest to i ndependent studi es; 

- I mpr ove st udents’ skills to do comprehensi on and text 

anal ysis tasks; 

- Devel op communi cati ve, literary and soci o-cult ural 

compet ences of st udents.  
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- Devel op st udents’ anal ytical and critical thi nki ng skills. 

- Encourage st udents t o get acquai nt ed wit h the 

mast erpi eces of  British and Ameri can writers of  the 

XX - XXI cent uries; 

 

 

    Learni ng out comes:  

- The st udents will be abl e to make an anal ysis of  the 

leadi ng literary tendencies of Great Britai n and t he 

USA i n t he XX - XXI centuries;    

- The st udent will be abl e to cl assify British and American 

aut hors and t heir writi ngs accordi ng t o t he literary 

move ment s of t he XX - XXI cent uries; 

- The st udents will be abl e to anal yze texts from British 

and Ameri can prose, poetry and dra ma of t he XX -XXI 

cent uries; 

- The st udents will be abl e to appl y t he learned t heories 

and approaches in t he English teachi ng practice; 

 

Course syllabus: 

British Literat ure of t he XX - XXI cent uries: 
1.  Hi st orical background of t he peri od. A survey of t he mai n 

literary move ments 

2.  Moder nis m and its alternatives. The i deas of Modernism.  

I magis m. Symbolis m.  

      3.   Traditi onalis m. Fantasy, realis m and experi ment alis m i n  

            British literat ure of t he XX - XXI cent uries. 
4.  Devel opment of British post modernis m. Pol yphony of  

post modern literat ure. “The Angr y Young Peopl e” 

      5.    The Aft er mat h of WWI I. Anti war t he me i n British literat ure 

6.   Achi eve ments i n prose, dra ma and poetry. General               

overvi ew 

Ameri can Literat ure of t he XX - XXI cent uries:  
1.   A survey of t he mai n tendenci es i n t he  devel opment of 

Ameri can literat ure i n t he first half 

 of the XX- cent ury 

2.  Introducti on t o Post war Ameri can literat ure.  

 Non-confor mi s m i n literature and cult ure 

3.   The Beat Generati on and Hi gh Si xties.  

Count ercult ure. A. Miller. W. Burroughs. J. Kerouac.  

       4.  “Bl ack Hu mour” in American literat ure.  

            K. Vonnegut, J. Heller   

       5.  Devel opment of Ameri can Post modernis m.  

        6.   Multicult uralis m in American literat ure.  

             African American voi ces. A. Wal ker, T. Morrison.  

Se mi nars:  

British Literat ure of t he XX - XXI cent uries: 
1.  Anti war cont ent in Ri chard Al di ngt on’s “Deat h of a Hero”.  

2.  Hu man val ues i n Graha m Gr eene’s “The End of t he Affair”. 

3.  Expl ori ng t he worl d of charact ers. Al an Sillitoe: Sat urday 

Ni ght and Sunday Mor ni ng. 
4.  Fe mal e charact ers in Doris Lessi ng’s “The Grass is Si ngi ng” 

and “The Gol den Not ebook”.  

5.  “Pri vilege, justice and sal vation”. Mar garet Drabbl e: The 

Real ms of Gol d. A Voyage to Cyt hera.  



6.  Exi stential undert ones i n Iris Mur doch’s  “Under t he Net ”. 

“The Bl ack Pri nce”.  
7.  Fe mi nistic a mbi guit y: Angel a Carter: Ni ghts at the Circus. 

The Bl oody Cha mber. 

8.  The probl e m of choi ce i n John Ronal d Reuel Tol ki en’s “The 

Lor d of t he Ri ngs”. 

9.  Post modern experi ment. Sal mon Rushdi e: Mi dni ght’s 

Chil dren.  

10.   Cult ural codes i n historic perspecti ve i n Pet er Ackroyd’s 

“The House of Doct or Dee”.  

11.  “The Move ment ” and “The  Group”.  

 Phili p Larki n: Days. The Expl osi on. Co mi ng. Hi gh     

Wi ndows.  

              Stevi e Smit h: Not Wa vi ng but Dr owni ng. Pretty.  

        Ted Hughes: Ha wk Roosti ng. The Horses.  

12.  Versatility of dra matic approaches. 

 John Osborne: Look Back in Anger. The Ent ertai ner.  

              Tom St oppard: Rosencrant z and Guil denstern are Dead.  

       13   Modul e Test 

Ameri can Literat ure of t he XX - XXI cent uries  
14.  Post war reality and witch hunti ng. Extrapol ati ons  

int o t he Past and Fut ure. R.Br adbury’s „451 by 

Fahrenheit“ 

 15. Chil d vs  societ y:  Harper Lee’s „To Kill a 

         Mocki ngbird“ and Truman Capot e‘s „The Grass Harp“ 

16.  Non-confor mi s m vs mi ddle class. J. D. Sali nger  

“The Cat cher in t he Rye”  

17.  Count ercult ure i n J. Kerouac’s novel „On t he road” 

18.  „Bl ack humour” i n K. Vonnegut’s novel „Sl aughter 

house 5” 

19.  Lit erat ure of Ameri can realit y: J. K. Oat es „ Where are 

you goi ng, Where have you bee?” 

20.  Anti militarist novel: N. Mail er „The naked and the 

dead” and J. Jones „From here t o eternit y” 

21.   Societ y and i deol ogy i n Saul Bell ow’s novel „Dean’s 

Dece mber” 

22.  Intertext ualit y i n J. Gardner’s novel „Grendel ” 

23.  Ret hi nki ng hist ory – reconstructi ng Ameri ca in E. 

Doct orow’s novel „Ragtime” and T. Morrison’s novel 

„ A Mercy”.  

24.   Post modern experience in J. Updi ke’s novel  „Gertrude 

and Cl audi us” 

25.  Lit erat ure of t he XXI century. Ben Shapiro, Donna 

Tartt and Ant hony Doerr 

26.   Modul e test 

 

 

Gradi ng Policy, Met hods of 

Assess ment  

  

 

El e ments of fi nal grade:  

Acti ve partici pati on i n semi nar wor k is on a fi ve-tiered scal e 

(1–5) and comprises 10% of t he total mar k.  

Se mi nar: Det ailed expl anati on of an item, defi ni ng concepts. 

Eval uati on of t he det ailed ite m expl anati on is on a fi ve-tiered 

scal e (1–5). The defi niti ons of t he concepts also on a fi ve-tiered 

scal e (1–5).  

The grade for acti ve and infor med partici pati on i ncl udes 



discussi on (qualit y and qantit y), attitude and attendence (you 

are all owed t o mi ss t wo schedul ed lessons over t he se mester).  

The eval uati on of se mi nar test comprises 10 % of the t otal 

mar k.  

Modul e test eval uati on over t he theory of t he course mat erial.  

comprises 20 % of t he total mar k.  

Present ation is on a fi ve-tiered scal e (1–5) and comprises 10 % 

of t he total mar k.  

The course will be compl et ed wit h an oral exa m.  

The exa m comprises 50% of t he fi nal grade  

Gr adi ng scal e: 0-59 fail, 60- 74 pass, 75-89 good, 90- 100 

excellent  

 

Course Policy St udents are required t o attend lect ures and se mi nars regul arl y 

and t hey are expected t o be acti ve partici pants of bot h t he 

lect ures and se mi nars.  

St udents are expected t o compl et e all home wor k independentl y 

Wor ki ng t oget her for anythi ng ot her t han group wor k and/ or 

pl agi arisi ng published research is consi dered cheating.  

St udents who meet t he  course require ments will take t he exa m 

duri ng January exa mi nation sessi on.  

Basi c literat ure of the 

di sci pli ne and ot her 

i nfor mati on resources 

Bagats’ka O. V., Duka M. V. Outline of English Literat ure. – 

Суми. 2019 – 444 p.  

Carter Ronald and McRae  John The Penguin Guide to Literature in 

English. – Harlow, Edinburgh. 2001 – 263 p. 

Prentice Hall Literature. The English Tradition. – Englewood Cliffs, 

Ne w Jersey, 1985 – 1465 p. 

Thornley G. C. and Roberts  Gwyneth  An Outline of English 

Lit erat ure. – Harlow, Edinburgh, 2005 – 216 p. 

Carl Bode Hi ghli ghts of Ameri can literat ure. – Washi ngt on 

DC,  1988 – 288p.  

M.  Hecker  Ameri can Literat ure Moscow: Prosvescheni ye, 

1978 – 256p.  

Морис Мендельсон Роман США сегодня – на заре 80-х 

годов. Москва: 1983 

Phili p J. Barrish The Ca mbri dge Introducti on t o Ameri can 

Lit erary Realis m Ca mbridge Uni versit y Press 2011 -225 p.  
  
  

 


