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Course descri pti on, Course 

overvi ew, Course Objectives 

Content, Learni ng outco mes 

Mai n topi cs 

Co mpet ences t o be 

devel oped:  

Course focus: 

A course is desi gned to exa mi ne t he theoretical and 

practical issues relati ng to t he teachi ng of forei gn languages at 

the tertiary level. It is an i n-dept h, research-focused 

exa mi nati on of cont e mporary trends and methodol ogi es i n 

teachi ng practice i n t he cont ext of teachi ng English as a forei gn 

language ( TEFL) and brings toget her t he theory and practice 

for second language acquisition and pedagogy.  

The course ai ms t o pr ovi de st udents wit h a soli d 

understandi ng of t he theoretical and practical aspects of forei gn 

language teachi ng and learni ng and t he rol e of soci al and 

cult ural cont exts i n language learni ng and use.  

The course content  comprises areas such as, 

forei gn/second language acquisiti on and devel opment, 

cont e mporary approaches to language teachi ng (cont ent-based 

instructi on, task-based language teachi ng, comput er assisted 

language learni ng, teaching t he macro skills, learni ng strat egy 

trai ni ng, cooperati ve learni ng, and multi ple int elli gences), 

communi cati ve language learni ng, e mer gi ng uses of 

technol ogy i n language teachi ng and learni ng, specific pur pose 

pr ogra mmes, curricul um desi gn etc.  

 

Purpose of the Course 

1.  To provi de an i nsi ght i nto forei gn language teaching 

pri nci pl es based upon t heor y, practicum, and reflecti on.  

2.  To all ow for full discussion and anal ysis of past and current 

thi nki ng i n language pedagogy and second language 

acquisiti on i n pri nci pl e and i n applicati on.  

3.  To prepare t he prospective forei gn language 



teachers/lect urers wit h t he necessary know- how, dext erit y, 

and confi dence t o be a capabl e teacher of forei gn languages.  

 

Co mpetence areas 

Kno wl edge 

1. Acquire deepened understandi ng of t he teachi ng/learni ng 

pr ocess i n adult forei gn language educati on.  

 2. Become a purposeful decisi on maker i n t he forei gn 

language classroom.  

 3. Become fa miliar wit h current research i n second language 

acquisiti on/learni ng.  

 4. Become fa miliar wit h different t ypes of curricular desi gns.  

 5. De monstrate an understandi ng of goal areas and standards 

of t he nati onal and state acade mi c standards. 

 6.  Identify charact eristics of effecti ve forei gn language 

teachers. 

 7.  Be cogni zant of t he trends i n met hodol ogy - fro m an 

hist orical perspecti ve as well as current practices.  

 8.  Recogni ze the potential for t he use of technol ogy i n t he 

forei gn language classroo m.  

 9.  Become fa miliar wit h professi onal literat ure, professi onal 

or gani zati ons, and professi onal devel opment opportunities.  

Skills 

1.  Learn effecti ve techniques for teachi ng forei gn language i n 

cont ext (i n all four skill areas:  readi ng, writi ng, listeni ng, 

speaki ng). 

 2. Identify t he purpose of theoretical underpi nni ngs of 

teachi ng strategi es and antici pat e learni ng out comes.  

 3.  Articul ate t he val ue and i mport ance of forei gn language 

learni ng by devel opi ng a rati onal e for t he incl usi on of forei gn 

languages in t he college/uni versit y curricul um.  

 4.  Expl ore multi ple procedures of assess ment and eval uati on 

for testi ng forei gn language devel opment and compet ence.  

 5.  Engage i n a reflecti ve process regardi ng professi onal 

preparati on and devel op a professi onal devel opment plan 

Di spositi ons 

1. De monstrate an attitude t hat will convey t o st udents t he 

val ue of forei gn language learni ng and cross-cultural 

understandi ng.  

2. De monstrate t he ability t o accept linguistic and cult ural 

di versit y. 

3. Displ ay ent husi as m for teachi ng/learni ng forei gn languages.  

4. Appreci ate t he role of theory and research i n t he teachi ng 

pr ocess and appreci ate t he i mport ance of keepi ng current wit h 

devel opi ng t heory, research, and practice.  

5. Understand t he i mportance and benefits of bel ongi ng t o a 

pr ofessi onal communit y 

 

At  t he concl usi on of t his course, st udents will be abl e t o:  

 

1.  Outli ne useful areas of past and present trends in language 

pedagogy and second language acquisiti on theory.  



2.  Use vari ous approaches and met hods of language teachi ng, 

as dee med necessary for successful language skill 

devel opment and i mpl e ment ati on at the tertiary level.  

3.  Recogni ze the latest trends i n technol ogy i ntegration 

practices. 

4.  Thi nk and research criticall y and strategi ze accordingl y.  

5.  Use a variet y of assess ment strategi es t o eval uat e st udent 

learni ng i n forei gn language.  

Gradi ng Policy, Met hods of 

Assess ment  

  

 

El e ments of fi nal grade:  

Acti ve partici pati on i n semi nar wor k is on a fi ve-tiered scal e 

(1–5) and comprises 10% of t he total mar k.  

Se mi nar: Det ailed expl anati on of an item, defi ni ng concepts. 

Eval uati on of t he det ailed ite m expl anati on is on a fi ve-tiered 

scal e (1–5). The defi niti ons of t he concepts also on a fi ve-tiered 

scal e (1–5).  

The grade for acti ve and infor med partici pati on i ncl udes 

di scussi on (qualit y and qantit y), attitude and attendence (you 

are all owed t o mi ss t wo schedul ed lessons over t he se mester).  

The eval uati on of se mi nar test comprises 10 % of the t otal 

mar k.  

Modul e test eval uati on over t he theory of t he course mat erial.  

comprises 20 % of t he total mar k.  

Present ation is on a fi ve-tiered scal e (1–5) and comprises 10 % 

of t he total mar k.  

The course will be compl et ed wit h an oral exa m.  

The exa m comprises 50% of t he fi nal grade  

Gr adi ng scal e: 0-59 fail, 60- 74 pass, 75-89 good, 90- 100 

excellent  

 

Course Policy St udents are required t o attend lect ures and se mi nars regul arl y 

and t hey are expected t o be acti ve partici pants of bot h t he 

lect ures and se mi nars.  

St udents are expected t o compl et e all home wor k independentl y 

(unless ot her wi se required). Wor ki ng t oget her for anyt hi ng 

ot her t han group wor k and/ or plagi arisi ng published research is 

consi dered cheati ng.  

St udents who meet t he  course requere mnt s will sit the exa m 

duri ng t he exa mi nati on sessi on.  
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