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Course Prerequisites

Course description, Course
overview, Course
Objectives, Content,
Learning outcomes

Main topics

The course will analyze representative examples of American
literature from the 19" century to the 20" century. It will
introduce works of prose, poetry, fiction in relation to their
historical and cultural contexts. Texts will be selected from
among a diverse group of authors for what they reflect and reveal
about the evolving American experience and character.
Its main objectives are to:
- Provide students with an overview of the history of the
American literature.
- Familiarize students with the most prominent novelists
and authors in American literature;
- Understand what it means to be an active, close reader;
- Develop critical thinking skills: to include creative
thinking, innovation, inquiry, analysis, evaluation, and
synthesis of information;
Learning outcomes:
Students will be able to:
- ldentify and analyze details and create effect;
- Appreciate tone such as irony and its relationship to
Voice;
- Determine point of view and effect;
- Analyze characterization within the text;
- Evaluate stylistic features in novels.

Course syllabus:
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- The American Renaissance. The American Gothic. The
Dark Side of Individualism. The Changing Literary
Marketplace.

- Women’s Voices, Women’s Lives: a New Literature.

- The South in the 19" Century. The Rising Tide of
Realism (1865-90).

- The Beginning of the 20th Century (1900-1917).

- The American Dream: Illusion or Reality? Realism and
Reaction. American literature between 1917 and World
War Il.

Grading Policy, Methods of
Assessment

Elements of final grade:
All assignments, tests, activities will be graded on a standard
five-tiered (1-5) scale.

Weighting of Assignments and Testing:

Active and informed participation in seminar work — 10%
Presentation of a given topic (10-15 min.) — 10%

Mini tests — 10%

Two module tests — 20%

Final exam — 50% (The course will be completed with an oral
exam)

Grading scale: 0-59 fail, 60-74 pass, 75-89 good, 90-100
excellent

Course Policy

Students are required to attend lectures and seminars regularly
and they are expected to be active participants of both the
lectures and seminars. The extent and the quality of class
participation will be taken into consideration for the final grade.
Reading the assigned texts. Students are required to come

prepared for class: they must be able to understand the texts

(know the words), remember details, and formulate their critical

comments. Not reading the assignment for a class counts as an

absence.

Students are expected to complete all homework independently
(unless otherwise required). Working together for anything other
than group work and/or plagiarising published research is
considered cheating.

Students are allowed to take the final exam in January if they
have successfully passed the module tests.

Students have to pay close attention to deadlines.
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